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EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 

Congress reassembled on the 3rd of December. A bill 
to permit the railroads to pool their business, under the 
supervision of the Inter-State Commerce Commission, 
was introduced into the House and passed by a consider 
able majority. The bill has just gone to the Senate. The 
House has voted an appropriation for carrying out the in 
come tax law, passed the general pension appropriation 
bill, and the army appropriation bill which carries over 

twenty-three million dollars. The House Committee on 
Banking reported without amendment Secretary Carlisle's 
financial scheme. The bill has met with much criticism, 
and the Secretary has prepared a substitute for it. 

In the Senate the principal business has been the con 
sideration of Senator Morgan's Nicaragua Canal bill, the 
opposition to which, in its present form, has grown so 
strong that it is not likely to pass. 

The gold reserve in the treasury, in spite of the recent 
issue of bonds, has again sunk to below $90,000,000. 

The outflow of gold to Europe continues. The month of 
December has shown some increase in the government re 

ceipts, but the excess of the expenditures over income for 
the month has been about five millions. Twelve millions 
have gone for pensions. 

The National Civil Service Reform League held its an 
nual meeting in Chicago on the 12th and 13th of Decem 
ber. Two hundred delegates were present. Hon. Carl 
Schurz was unanimously re-elected president. The con 

vention expressed its hearty appreciation of the valuable 
additions made to the classified service by President 
Cleveland in his orders of November 3 and December 12. 

John Burns, the labor leader of Great Britain, arrived 
in New York on the 2nd of December. He was given a 

reception at Cooper Union the next day. He visited the 
slum tenements in New York city and said there was noth 
ing equal to them in London, even in White Chapel. He 
attended, as a delegate from the English Labor Union, the 
Convention of the American Federation of Labor which 
opened in Denver on the 10th ult. His opinion of Chi 
cago is not at all flattering. 

Count Ferdinand de Lesseps, who constructed the Suez 
canal, between the years 1859 and 1869, and whose later 
life has been clouded by his financial and moral failures 
in connection with the Panama Canal project, died at his 
home near Paris, on the 7th of December, at the age of 89. 

The Second National Municipal Reform Convention 
was held in Minneapolis on the 8th, 9th and 10th of 
December. The meeting was not a very large one, but 
it was of fine quality. On Sunday evening many of the 

pulpits of the city were occupied by members of the 
convention. 

At the first meeting of the German Reichstag in the 
new parliament house, the President gave a brief address 
in honor of the completion of the building and closed by 
calling for three cheers for the emperor. The Socialist 
members sat still and did not cheer. This caused a great 
uproar in the House, and has led since to threats of 
severe measures for the repression of the Socialists. 

The National Woman's Indian Association met at New 
Haven, Connecticut, on the 6th of December. There 
were one hundred and fifty delegates present from forty 
States. 

The new treaty between this country and China which 
was negotiated on March 17th and approved by the Sen 
ate August 13th was ratified by Secretary Gresham and 
the Chinese Minister on Dec. 7th, by the usual formali 
ties. It is to continue for ten years. 

Newfoundland has had a serious financial crisis which 
aas paralyzed the business of the island. The principal 
money was the notes of two leading banks, both of which 
have failed. Not only have many business firms failed, 
but it has been nearly impossible for business to go on 
at all. 

The Lexow investigation has been finished in New 
Fork and there has been no end to the amount of corrup 
tion which has been disclosed. 

Mr. Gladstone celebrated his 85th birthday at Hawar 
len on Saturday the 28th ult. He was in excellent health 
and spirits. A host of friends were present and messages 
3f sympathy were sent him from all parts of England. 

There are now six American war vessels in Chinese 
waters, sent there to protect the interests of American 
residents in China. 

Later reports from Eastern Turkey indicate that the 
Armenian massacres were even more extended and fright 
ful than was at first supposed. On the 6th of Decem 
ber the Sultan asked President Cleveland to appoint a 

representative to join a mixed condition of the powers to 
visit Armenia and make an investigation. This the Pres 
ident declined to do, and the Sultan declined to accede to 
the request of the President that an independent Amer 
ican Commissioner go along and make a separate report. 

Many indignation meetings have been held in this coun 
try and Europe, to protest against the outrages, and con 
siderable uneasiness has been shown by the Turkish 
Government. All will await anxiously for the report of 
the mixed commission. 

The Italian Prime Minister, Crispi, has been, charged by 
the ex-Prime Minister, Giolitti, with corruption in connec 
tion with the Banca Romana. The charge was supported 
by documentary evidence. In order to avoid trouble in 
the Parliament, and that he might have time to meet the 
charge in the courts, Signor Crispi prorogued the Par 
liament. It is thought that he will be compelled to resign 
the Premiership on account of disfavor with the king. 
Signor Giolitti has left the country. 

Eugene V. Debs, who organized the sympathetic strike 
at Chicago, last summer, which resulted in riot and loss 
of life and the paralysis of business all over the country, 
has been sentenced to six months' imprisonment. This 
is his punishment for persistently disobeying the order 
of Judges Woods and Grosscup, issued on July 2d, for 
bidding all interference with railway trains. After this 
order Debs and his assistants did all they could to cripple 
the entire railroad system of the country. The vice-pres 
ident, secretary, treasurer and five directors of the Amer 
ican Railway Union have been sentenced to three months 
imprisonment. 
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